DAILY BIBLE READING (February)

By following this suggested schedule, no matter when you begin, you will be able to read the entire
Bible in one year. You may begin with this installment if you missed January’s. At the end of each
month you may pick up the next installment in the narthex. We are not taking the books of the
Bible in sequence. This month’s readings include two books from the Old and two from the New
Testament.

GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK

Most scholars believe that Mark was the first written Gospel. It’s shorter than the others, a bit less
structured, and shows evidence of being used by both Matthew and Luke in the composition of their
Gospels. Mark is a journalist’s delight. With very little narrative or explanation he jumps right into
the simple “who, what, why, and where” of his Good News. Consequently, it’s a good book with
which to begin our study of the New Testament.

Date Reading Comments

Feb 1 Mark 1-4 Many believe that the Gospels are “biographies” of Jesus’ life.
But Mark skips the first 30 years of our Lord’s earthly life.
Is a Gospel a biography? If not, what do you think it is? In
these chapters Jesus is calling disciples to follow him. Is there
some central emphasis in his teaching?
Your comments & questions:

Feb 2 Mark 5-8 How is Jesus preparing his disciples for their future ministry?
He doesn’t ask who they think he is (or for a confession of faith)
until the end of chapter 8. After Peter’s answer, Jesus gives the
first indication of his suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection. It
all happens exactly half-way through the book. Is the Gospel
organized around this central incident? Comments & questions:

Feb 3 Mark 9-12 In the first eight chapters the emphasis seems to be on what
Jesus did. What'’s the emphasis of these chapters?

Feb 4 Mark 13-16 From your study of Exodus, how much Passover symbolism do
you find in the account of the Last Supper? At the end of
chapter 15, read Psalm 22 (does it end in distress of hope?) How
does the Gospel end? 16:9-20 is usually considered a later
addition to the text. Can you tell why? Comments & questions:

LEVITICUS

Now it’s back to the Old Testament to Moses and the people of Israel where we left them in the
wilderness. Quite candidly, this book is one of the most difficult and tedious in the Old Testament.
We've interrupted the natural sequence with Mark to fortify us for this next week’s struggle. Many
good intentions (such as reading the Bible through from cover to cover) have been shattered on the






